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What a whirlwind it’s been! From the vineyards of Mudgee,
NSW to the red dirt of Broome, WA, The Homestead
Hub community continues to remind us of the magic that
happens when passionate people come together.

In this edition, we're proud to feature Bron Christensen of
the Kimberley Pilbara Cattlemen’s Association (KPCA) -
her heart-led leadership across the north is inspiring and
fierce, just like the region she represents.

We also reflect on our unforgettable Mudgee Muster,
where stories flowed, friendships formed, and a beautiful
collaboration between four Hub Members was born, and a
few short months later showcased in Sydney.

We've welcomed a wave of new members from across the
country - each bringing something truly special to the table.
From farm-grown, stone-milled flour and ocean adventure
cruises, to jewellery makers, interior designers, artists,
and even tough Aussie drink-ware built for the bush. And
we've officially expanded our Art & Photography Room to
include Music, proudly welcoming our first musician to The
Homestead Hub!

Closer to home, our Big Blue Table fundraiser for Beyond
Blue, held in Broome brought heartfelt conversation and
connection in support of mental health. And yes, we're still
smiling after being named a finalist in the Australian Small
Business Champion Awards in March - So Proud!

The November date and theme has been set for our 2025
Members Muster, taking us to Regional South Australia, so
get the diary and planners out for this event and weekend of
touring regional SA.

Thanks for being part of this generous, grounded, and ever-
growing community. The heart of The Homestead Hub
has always been its people, and the stories were creating
together. Gathering the goodness for this edition of our Bush
Telegraph has been a glorious reminder of how much we've . .
grown as an online platform, directory and community. Regional South Australia

Friday 14th November 2025

Cheers to all, and enjoy the read,

7H H thehomesteadhub.com.au

Founder,
The Homestead Hub
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BRON CHRISTENSEN:

Fromred dirtto driving real change, KPCA’s Bron Christensen
is the pastoral pulse of the Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne
- leading with purpose, people, and a deep love of the land.

When Bron steps off a plane into the heat of the Kimberley
or the dust of the Pilbara, a quiet grin creeps across her face.
She’s exactly where she’s meant to be.

The road to becoming CEO of the Kimberley Pilbara
Cattlemen’s Association (KPCA) hasn’t been straight. Bron
grew up on a mixed farm in Theodore, Central Queensland,
before heading off to boarding school, university, and a
banking job that eventually steered her back to Ag. From
working in the UK and Rockhampton to government
comms in Brisbane, she’s taken on roles in small business,
media, regional advocacy—and once even ran for political
preselection (“which cured me of politics,” she laughs).

In early 2024, Bron stepped into the KPCA role full-time,
after testing the waters part-time the year before. With her
husband and young-adult kids still based in Queensland,
Bron now calls the north her other home, and she’s all in.

That sense of belonging came quickly. “The Livestock
Handling Cup sealed it,” she says, recalling the welcome from
station crews and the “come-as-you-are” energy that defines
the north. Another defining moment? The KPCA Pastoral
Forum in Karratha, where over 50 producers and government
reps tackled tricky tenure and lease issues. “Everyone walked
away feeling heard, and with some real solutions. That felt
like a win?”

So, what does KPCA actually do? “We advocate,” Bron says
simply. “We help pastoralists across the Kimberley, Pilbara
and Gascoyne navigate the maze of red and green tape. The
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legislation here in WA blows my mind - its one of the
biggest impediments. If only government could see the
benefit rather than the perceived threat”

Each day is a juggle of policy work, project planning,
member support and coordination. But the energy?
Refreshingly upbeat. “If KPCA were a person,” Bron says,
“theyd be vibrant, active and happy - full of motivation and

joy.”

Bron believes tradition and technology can coexist in the
northern beef industry. “There’s a romance in how our
grandfathers worked stock, - low-stress handling, animal-
first thinking. Now that’s paired with drones, data, choppers.
It’s about doing things better - for the animals and the land.”

Still, sustainability is a word that can spark tension. “It’s
become loaded, especially when linked to regulation. But
really, it just means leaving the place better than you found
it. That’s good business”
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Bron draws inspiration from the strong, no-nonsense
women who mentored her. A pivotal moment? Joining the
National Farmers' Federation Diversity in Ag Program,
where she became part of a cohort of 12 women from across
the country. “They’re my unofficial board of directors,” she
says. “They helped me realise I could do this job, even with
a family back home?”

Losing her father six years ago was a turning point. “When
you lose your second parent, you realise: 'm the adult now.
What do I want to do with the time I've got?” For Bron, the
answer was clear - go where she could make a difference.

And she is. From supporting members through cyclones
to streamlining government processes, she’s pushing for
practical change. Her vision? A beef industry thats not just
bigger, but smarter, more resilient, and future-fit. Think:
carbon workshops, smart fire strategies, boots-on-the-
ground support, and a push for longer tenure to empower
long-term land decisions.

What keeps her here? The people. The diversity. The wild
beauty. And a sense of purpose that runs deep. “I feel lucky
every time I fly in,” she says.

Bron’s legacy won't be loud, it'll be lasting. Stronger systems.
Smoother pathways‘ And a hext generation Of graziers WhO As for downtime? She dreams Of corned meat Wlth white

feel empowered to keep the north thriving. sauce and reckons Emma Thompson could play her in
the movie version of her life - “because she does a million

things at once, with a touch of scatter. And she’s pure class...
something I am not but would like to be!”

Bron’s message is clear: stop romanticising the bush. “It’s not
all beer and skittles. There’s debt. Hard work. Tight margins.
But we're just trying to put food on the table”

And Bron? She’s making sure that path is one worth walking.

CLICK HERE
K p c y to visit KPCA on The Homestead Hub;
send them a message via the contact

K'MBEHLEY PILBARA form on their page and like and follow
CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION e el
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BEHIND EVERY BRAND, A BEATING HEART:

There was laughter between the vines and a whole lot of
heart at Skimstone Wines as The Homestead Hub’s 2024
Members Muster came to life in beautiful Mudgee, NSW.

With the theme “Introducing the Person Behind the Brand,”
we gathered to do what The Hub does best - celebrate the
real people and raw stories behind the businesses lighting
up rural, regional and remote Australia.

Founder Felicity Brown welcomed everyone, reminding
us why this community exists: to connect, collaborate, and
champion each other. Her brother, sixth-generation farmer
Bill Brown, officially opened the event by sharing a little of
the region’s rich farming history.

What followed were stories of courage, humour and heart.
We heard from Karen O’Brien of Vivienne Cate, who
reminded us to “follow your heart”; Toni Bourne of Virtually
Done Admin Support, who encouraged us to “continuously
evolve”; Em Yeo of Yeo Farms with her brilliant take to
“embrace the randomness”; and Lara Scolari, who inspired
us to “just do it and back yourself.” Our special guest, Sara
Storer, brought her stories to life by song and introducing
her extended talent as a visual artist who “Paints the Song.”

The next day was all about discovering what makes Mudgee
tick—chocolate at Spencer Cocoa, wine tasting with James
Manners, a long lunch at Pipeclay Pumphouse, brews at
Small Batch Brewery, and a dance-worthy wrap-up at Roths
Wine Bar.

We dined on a feast of local produce by Maree and Anna
Fekkes, paired with Skimstone Wines, and soaked up the
joy of a courtyard Sundowner and pop-up shop filled with
member-made art, millinery and merchandise. Friends,
family and the Mudgee community joined us, while
Captured by Jill and our own Toni Bourne captured the
magic behind the lens.

But even more powerful than the wine and laughter were the
connections made. From casual yarns came real collaborations
- including a Valentine’s Day showcase of art, music and
millinery in Sydney, created by four attendees. New product
partnerships bloomed, with Hub Members now stocking
Mudgee produce, and new business friendships were formed
through shared stories and vision.

Because when we understand someone’s journey - their
grit, values and goals - we don’t just admire their brand. We
believe in it.

In 2025, the Muster heads to regional South Australia on
Friday 14th November, with a bold new theme: Inventive
by Nature.

Across our regions, innovation is more than a buzzword - it’s
how we live, work, and create. It’s in our blood.

So whether you joined us in Mudgee or watched on with a
hint of FOMO - this is your invitation.

Bring your story. We’ll bring the spark.
See you at The Homestead Hub Members Muster 2025.
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BIG BLUE TABLE:

This year marked our third annual Big Blue Table fundraiser
in support of Beyond Blue, and what a special evening it was.
Set against the stunning backdrop of Cable Beach at sunset,
we gathered at The Cable Beach House to share a delicious
meal, heartfelt conversations, and raise much-needed funds for
mental health. Thanks to the generosity of our attendees and the
Hub Members who donated raffle items, we proudly raised
$1,295—all going directly to Beyond Blue’s 24/7 support
service. The Homestead Hub is committed to continuing our
support of Beyond Blue, raising awareness of mental health
and the vital services available to our rural, regional, and remote
communities. Thank you to everyone who contributed—we’re
stronger together. See you at our 2025 Big Blue Table, October
in Broome.

'..'

ART, MILLINERY & MUSIC:

Y

What began as a conversation at the Mudgee Muster became
a creative force of its own. Four Hub Members - Felicity
Brown, Sarah Richmond, Sara Storer, and Lara Scolari
joined forces to create Love is a Battlefield, a striking
exhibition of art, millinery, and music held on Valentine’s
Day at the Lara Scolari Gallery in Balmain, Sydney. The
showcase blended original artwork, one-of-a-kind headpieces,
and music interpreted through brushstrokes - resulting in a
bold and heartfelt celebration of creativity, storytelling, and
strength. It was everything The Homestead Hub stands for—
collaboration, connection, and community.
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REVIEWS

The 2024 Homestead Hub Muster was my first, and
though I’ve been part of the Hub since its beginning,
this was the first time I could attend. I thoroughly
enjoyed the “getting to know the person behind the
brand” talks — their stories were truly inspiring. A
highlight for me was the surprise appearance of the
talented Sara Storer — what an unexpected treat! The
bus tour on Saturday was fantastic, offering plenty
of opportunities for networking and fun. It was a
wonderful learning experience with like-minded
people, topped off with a bit of dancing. A big thank
you to Felicity and her wonderful team of helpers for
making this event so memorable!

Em Yeo, Yeo Farms, NSW
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The Muster was such a memorable adventure. I’d
never been to Mudgee before and was blown away
by the local gems — incredible food artisans, beer and
wine producers, and so many clever creatives.

The keynote speakers shared with so much heart, and
the supplier showcase offered the perfect chance to
connect with others.

Flic’s energy, Sara Storer’s music, and beautiful
accommodation made it all feel really special.

If you’re a small business owner wanting to connect,
be inspired, and feel part of something bigger — don’t
miss it.

Toni Bourne, Virtually Done Admin Support

Proudly supporting
, Beyond
Blue

1300 22 4636
beyondblue.org.au/getsupport

DONATE TODAY
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We are extremely proud to showcase and welcome these new suppliers listed with The Homestead Hub.

Our listed businesses hail from around the country, with products, services and experiences for rural,
regional and remote Australia.

MILLING R _
ABSOLUTE OCEAN CHARTERS

STORER =

to visit these business pages; send them a message via the contact form on
their page and like and follow their social media.

BECOME A

SUPPLIER . -_ Share it with customers who'll love discovering The Homestead Hub
CLICK HERE TO L website, and with suppliers who might like to list their business.
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST LN The only requirement? A genuine understanding of life and customers

in regional Australia.
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